Subject:

Developmental Disabilities Council
Grassroots Grants
To:


All Parties Who Expressed Interest

From:


David Golin, Project Officer

and 

Graham Mulholland, Executive Director
This communication serves to advise you of the issues presented and questions raised and answered at the “Conversation”/webinar with Council staff about Grassroots Grants. Minutes of the conversation follow.

This communication, along with the accompanying PowerPoint, will be posted to the Council’s website. We hope that this information will assist you in the preparation of your grant application. A link to the Council website is given below:
http://www.paddc.org/
Subject:
Grassroots Grants Program
Question and Answers from the January 27, 2017
“Conversation”/webinar with Council staff about Grassroots Grants
The requirements and other highlights were reviewed by David Golin, the Council's Project Officer and contact person for the Grassroots Grants and its review committee for its Grassroots Grants Objective. Graham Mulholland, Executive Director of the Council, also presented and answered questions. Please see the attached PowerPoint presentation for details on the presentation. 
Questions raised by interested parties during the conversation follow:

 Question 1:  Can 2 or more orgs apply and team on a project

Answer: Yes, but one organization would have to take the lead and agree to be the grantee. There has to be one legally responsible party in order to have a grant.
Question 2: 
Can you further clarify "systemic impact?"
Answer: Federal law states that Developmental Disabilities Councils are not allowed to fund direct services except in limited circumstances where one is demonstrating a new approach. In that instance, funding can be provided for a short time. Systemic impact can be thought of as the impact or the potential of the project's work beyond the immediate project participants. A system after all usually involves more than one thing or a collection of things that are related for a common purpose. For example, if a Council project’s main purpose was simply to provide rides for folks with disabilities that would not be allowed. However, if the project’s activities involved capacity building or systems change it would make more readily available on the local level that could be systemic impact.
Question 3: What are considered direct services?  

Answer: Something that just benefits an individual. See also the answer to question 2
.

Question 4: How many people are being awarded this grant? 
Answer:  It is anticipated that up to six grants will be funded, but this is an estimate. Please note: We could fund fewer projects or none.

Question 5:  Latino Connection would like to partner with other potential agencies, looking to service multicultural communities with a focus on Latinos. Please let us know how we can partner. Email us at info@thelatinoconnection.net 

 Answer:  Thank you for that information. 
 Question 6: Can you give examples of what you do fund if not direct service? Capital improvements? Staff training? Planning?

Answer: Funding of capital improvements is not allowed. The two other activities you mentioned are allowed.
Question 7: What if any budget info are you looking for in the ltr of intent
Answer: Tell us the total sum of the amount requested.

Question 8: Would the expansion of a program that currently provides services for individuals with disabilities be something that would qualify?
Answer:  What you suggest seems to be an example of the supplanting funds which the Council’s funds may not be used for.
Question 9: 
What do you mean when you say the project must be done by people with disabilities and/or family members?

Answer:  There has to be a group of people with disabilities and/or their family members actively involved in the project. Their meaningful participation and involvement can take a variety of forms, but it has to be there. A key point: the Council is not interested in projects that do for people with disabilities, it is interested in ones that empower and where people with disabilities and without work together.
Question 10:  Are the presenters able to see our typed questions?

Answer: Yes 
Question 11:  Communication is a big issue for many folks as we move into more community integrated programing. Would adaptive devices used to enhance the community experience be an appropriate request? 

Answer:  We have in the past helped people with disabilities learn to use technology, but as a general rule, we don't fund equipment. We are unable to purchase equipment for an individual's service needs.

Question 12: Can a grassroots proposal be aligned with one of the objective areas outlined in the 2016 Request for Proposals?  Do you prefer grassroots proposals in other areas?
Answer: It could go either way. See slide 9 of the attached PowerPoint.
Question 13:  How do you define "short term" project?
Answer: In the past, the length of the grant time period for small grants has often been longer.   For this round of grassroots grants: however, the grant period is for 12 months. Applicants are encouraged to be extremely realistic in what they propose to do.
Question 14: Is there a minimum request amount?
Answer: There is no minimum. However, it is worth noting that there is no benefit for undercutting costs. No extra points are given for asking for less. 
Question 15:  Could you clarify the idea the planning and work must be completed by individuals with disabilities? 

 Answer: Already answered. See the answer to question 9.
Question 16: Did they say how we can get the PowerPoint
Answer:  Because we have such a large number of attendees, the PowerPoint and the questions and answers will be posted on our website within 3 to 5 business days on our website.
http://www.paddc.org/
Look under “Latest News.” Staff is aware of the upcoming deadlines and will try to move as quickly as possible to get the materials out.

Question 17: Fall 2017 Planning Meeting has that been scheduled? Will it be a webinar or live meeting?
Answer: The planning meeting to which you are referring has been scheduled but not yet planned.
It is possible that the upcoming planning meeting in 2017 may be a larger meeting involving current and former grantees. If so, the meeting will be publicized on the website.
Question 18:    when can we find information about future RFP's, such as Meeting Planning for Fall 2017
Answer:  Go to our website. See the answer to question 16.
Question 19: what is the grant period?
Answer: Already answered. See the answer to question 12. 
Question 20:   So the project must be new? 

Answer:  Not necessarily. Please keep in mind the caveat that the Council’s funds may not be used to supplant other funding. Having said that, you could possibly add a “new twist” to something that you are already doing, or expanding it in some way.

Question 21:  Is the definition of "disabilities" limited to developmental disabilities?

Answer:  The Council’s funding must benefit people with developmental disabilities as defined under the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000, but as long as people with developmental disabilities benefit, people with other disabilities may participate and benefit as well.

Question 22:  Is using a portion of the funds to hire an intern to create and manage a job training program for individuals with disabilities within the confines of this grant?  if that intern does not have a disability? we also have a ReStore which is a retail store that sells home goods

Answer: There are some problematic aspects to this idea given the following: 1) it should be noted the Council’s funds may not be used to pay for construction; 2) the Council’s insistence for the meaningful involvement of people with disabilities, and 3) Council’s mandate to engage in advocacy, capacity building, and systems change
Question 23:  Would you please clarify this sentence? Your work must be substantially completed by people with developmental disabilities and their chosen family members. 
We are assuming that any project we submit would not be completed by us but by people with disabilities.  Is that a fair assessment?

Answer: Already answered. See the answer to question 9
Question 24:   Does the grant cover programs for veterans with combat disabilities?

Answer:  You could propose a project serving this group keeping in mind many of the answers to questions already raised. In fact, the Council has a much larger RFP targeting the same group.

Question 25:  Does the grant cover students in school for employment training that have IEP or 504 plans?

Answer: Already answered. See the answer to question 2
