Re: Grassroots Advocacy Grants
Dear Applicant:


You are invited to submit a request for funding from the Developmental Disabilities Council under its Grassroots Advocacy Objective. Please be advised that the application package has been revised to highlight the importance of systems change in grassroots  advocacy projects. Do not use earlier application packages; they are invalid. 


Grassroots Advocacy projects support local, citizen-based advocacy activities aimed at changing social conditions or governmental systems affecting people with developmental disabilities. Capacity building activities which strengthen and support the ability of grassroots groups and individuals to advocate more effectively for themselves also are supported.  These initiatives must be ones that address and relate to an ongoing systemic issue affecting people with developmental disabilities and their families. 


Please use the enclosed application format.  You may apply for a grant up to a maximum of $10,000.00.  The effective date of this grant will be no earlier than October 1, 2013.   


Seven copies of the application must be submitted by 3:00 P.M. on May 30, 2013  to the Developmental Disabilities Council, Room 561 Forum Building, Harrisburg, PA  17120-0025.  Attention: Grassroots Advocacy Grant.  Late requests will not be considered regardless of the reason.   


A pre-proposal conference/webinar to answer questions on this grassroots advocacy application package will be held on May 14, 2013 at 10:30 AM in the Council's Conference Room (Room 558). You can access the webinar by using the following link:  
http://paddc.adobeconnect.com/gapppc2013/
The phone number/PIN for participants is 1-866-210-1669 and 6711769#.


If you would like this application package in an alternative format, please contact Mr. David Golin, Project Officer at (717) 772-4127.  

Sincerely,

David Golin
Project Officer
INTRODUCTION 

Grassroots Advocacy Grants are intended to provide a limited amount of resources for a short term period (usually 12 to 18 months) in order to increase the capability and the resources of local groups to pursue advocacy initiatives of their choice.  These advocacy initiatives are ones that address and relate to an ongoing, systemic issue affecting people with developmental disabilities and their families. 

Grassroots Advocacy Grants support local, citizen-based advocacy activities including those aimed at changing social conditions or governmental systems affecting people with developmental disabilities. Capacity building activities which strengthen and support the ability of grassroots groups and individuals to advocate more effectively for themselves also are supported. Grassroots Advocacy Grants are intended to assist local groups to pursue a variety of advocacy initiatives and/or capacity building activities of their choice on the local level.

Applicants for this grant program should be prepared in their proposals to show   both how (1) their project addresses and relates to an ongoing systemic issue affecting people with developmental disabilities and their families on the state level and (2) what  would be longer-term, systemic  benefit of the project.  In other words, how will your project help Pennsylvanians with disabilities beyond its period of grant activity?”  For example, what will be different because the project occurred?  What changes will have happened as a result of project activities? What is the systemic impact?
I.
WHAT IS THE GRASSROOTS ADVOCACY GRANT PROGRAM? 


The Grassroots Advocacy Grant program provides an opportunity for local groups to apply for money to assist them in their advocacy work on behalf of groups of people with developmental disabilities. It is a program sponsored and administered by the Pennsylvania Developmental Disabilities Council (DDC). 

II. 
WHO IS PA DDC? 


The Pennsylvania Developmental Disabilities Council is a group made up of people with disabilities, family members, and advocates who believe in and work toward creating positive change for people with developmental disabilities and their families.  The Council is a state administered agency that receives federal money. This money is intended to give eligible groups and organizations in Pennsylvania the opportunity to do different types of advocacy including grassroots advocacy to benefit people with developmental disabilities.  

The Council's work is based on its mission and vision.  It engages in advocacy, systems change and capacity building for people with disabilities and their families in order to:

· Support people with disabilities in taking control of their own lives 

· Ensure access to goods, services, and supports 

· Build inclusive communities 

· Pursue a cross-disability agenda 

· Change negative societal attitudes towards people with disabilities 

III. 
WHAT IS A DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY? 
The federal government defines a developmental disability as a severe, ongoing disability which:

occurs before the age of 22; 


affects the person's physical and/or mental ability; 


limits ability to do some of the following activities: self-care, communication, learning, mobility, independent living, daily decision making, and work; 


needs continuing services and support in order to accomplish daily tasks and life goals. 

IV. 
WHAT IS THE DEFINITION OF GRASSROOTS ADVOCACY?
Grassroots Advocacy consists of activities which are done by or at the direction of members of local organizations.  The definition of Grassroots Advocacy has two key elements: 1) Grassroots Advocacy consists of activities which are done by or at the direction of a group of local members and 2) the activities must have at least one of the following characteristics:

a)  Activities are designed to bring about a positive change to a group-identified, systemic problem that affects people with developmental disabilities; and/or

b) Activities support the ability or increase the capacity of grassroots groups and individuals with developmental disabilities and/or their family members to advocate more effectively for themselves  

Grassroots Advocacy activities must focus on a specific problem and a definite goal and plan of action for improving the situation.   Projects funded under this objective must be developed and directed by a majority of people with disabilities and/or the parents of children with developmental disabilities.  

V. 
 WHAT TYPES OF PROJECTS MAY BE FUNDED? 

Grassroots advocacy grants may fund, for example: advocacy efforts, or  specific educational or other limited projects directly related to Council concerns as long as these efforts also meet the definition of Grassroots Advocacy. The Council is particularly interested in grassroots advocacy efforts which are potentially transferable for systems change purposes, may be productively reproduced in other communities, or may provide evidence justifying larger scale, systemic efforts by the Council.

VI.
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT IN DEVELOPING A PROJECT 


If you and your group are thinking about applying for a Grassroots Advocacy grant, you may want to consider the following: 


What is the problem the group wishes to address?   


What or who is the source of the problem?  Who holds the power for the change you desire?   

· How will the group solve the problem?  The plan of action must be specific and realistic. 

· What will be the change or result and how will it positively affect people with disabilities?  What will be the systemic impact?
VII.
 WHQ IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE GRANT? 


The applicant must be a functioning local group working on advocacy issues benefiting people with developmental disabilities. 


If a staff person is used, he/she can only be used as a resource person and must work at the direction of the group. 

The local group members must be capable of and willing to develop and direct the project. 

The group must be comprised of adults with disabilities and their allies or parents of children with disabilities and their allies. 

The group does not have to be incorporated but must have a relationship with a group that is incorporated and that is willing to be their fiscal agent. 
VIII. 
HOW ARE GROUPS SELECTED? 

Some main factors that the review committee will use when considering groups' applications are: 


Groups must show that their projects are based on Grassroots Advocacy activities and goals. 


Groups must show that the money will be used for a definite project focused on improving or changing a negative situation for people with disabilities and must have a definite, reachable goal. Funds cannot be used for general expenses of the group or for equipment. 


Groups must show that they have a specific plan of action that will work toward the stated goal. 


Groups must show that the planning and work of the project has the active leadership of people with disabilities and/or family members. 

Groups must show that the project has current or potential systemic impact.
IX.
General  Information 

Applicants may apply to conduct projects that are funded up to a maximum of $10,000 to achieve their goals. 
Council funds may not be used to supplant other funding. In other words, Council funds may not be used to replace any other funding which may have been lost or curtailed.
If you are awarded a grant, you will be requested to submit periodic progress reports at the discretion of the Council.  A final report will be required at the conclusion of your grant activities.

Applicants are also reminded that their final report, at the discretion of Council, may also include a description of the systemic problems identified through project activities, and where appropriate, include any of the following:

· make recommendations for systems change at a state level; 

· identify ways in which state policies can be made more culturally competent or locally responsive, 

· and identify ways in which state level policies and practices are not working at a local level and make recommendations for corrective action.

Facilities used in connection with your project must be fully accessible.

Because the Council strongly believes in building inclusive communities for all people with developmental disabilities and because people with developmental disabilities reflect cultural, ethnic, racial and economic diversity of the population, groups will be asked to explain clearly how they will involve members from minority communities in the proposal, please consider the cultural, ethnic, racial and economic diversity of the population residing in the area in which the project will operate.  

Organizations that are not yet incorporated may apply through another incorporated entity.  The incorporated entity may or may not be another voluntary association.  If application is made in conjunction with another organization, each organization's role should be clearly addressed and understood.

Organizations that request Council's Grassroots Advocacy Grants must have the grant activity directed by a group comprised of a minimum of fifty-one (51) percent of people with disabilities and/or family members of people with disabilities.

The same citizen-based core group can only get Grassroots Advocacy funding once in a twelve month period.  Repeat funding for the same citizen-based core group can only happen if the group has a distinctively different idea or approach.

In general, Council funds are not used to fund direct services for individuals. However, Council funds may be (and occasionally have been) used  to fund limited demonstration projects which seek to show benefits and utility of new approaches to services or innovations in service delivery to the larger, service systems. Given the limited nature of grassroot advocacy grants, demonstration projects of this kind are unlikely to be funded.
XI  
GRANT APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
Submit a written request consisting of:

A.
Title page. (Appendix 1)    This must be included in your application package.

B.  A three- or four-page narrative, with no appendices, describing in clear, specific      language all of the following:  (Each section must have a tab or have a clearly labeled heading for each area):

1.  Your Group:  the citizen-based group:(Who are you? What is your purpose?  What is the level of grassroots support and participation by people with disabilities and/or family members of people with disabilities?). 

2. The Problem: What is the problem that your group is going to address? Discuss how the project addresses and relates to an ongoing systemic issue affecting people with developmental disabilities and their families on the state level.

 3.  Systemic Change: What would be the systemic change.  In other words, how will your project help Pennsylvanians with disabilities beyond its period of grant activity?”  For example, what will be different or what changes will happen as a result of a Grassroots Advocacy grant?

4.  How You Intend to do It: How your group will go about addressing the problem in order to achieve the changes and benefits discussed earlier:

5.  Expected Outcomes: What would be the results.
6.  How People Benefiting Fall under Definition of DD:
Why the group that will benefit from this grant falls under the definition of developmental disability.

7. Minority Community Involvement:  To what extent the project involves members of minority communities.
C.
A budget page similar to the attached example.  (RIDER 2) You must attach a budget narrative to the budget, which supports each budget line item.

D.
Attach a listing of the membership of the group that will direct the project, indicate those people with disabilities and/or parents of people with disabilities.   Include  a one-page letter from each member of the citizen group who will be involved in the coordination and direction of the project stating who the person is, why he or she is interested, and how he/she will be involved in the project.   

Please note the following:


There will be no funds expended for equipment, construction, entertainment, or alcoholic beverages.


Council funds requested may not exceed $10,000.00.


Applicants should be reasonable and realistic in the amount of funding requested.

· You must provide at least a one-third match of the Developmental Disabilities Council’s funds requested in your application. This match may be non-federal funds and/or an in-kind contribution such as the value of donated hall, meeting rooms, use of equipment, volunteer time, etc. (example: For a $10,000 request you need to provide a $3,334 match).


APPENDIX 1

TITLE PAGE

PENNSYLVANIA DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL

TITLE:  Grassroots Advocacy Grants
LEGAL NAME OF APPLICANT:
STREET/P.O. BOX #:
CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE:
CONTACT PERSON AND TITLE:

TELEPHONE #:
EMAIL ADDRESS:

APPLICANT'S FEDERAL I.D. #:
GROUP NAME:
STREET/P.O. BOX #:
CITY/STATE:
ZIP CODE:
     CONTACT PERSON AND TITLE:
TELEPHONE NO.:
COUNTY(S) OF APPLICANT: 

COUNTIES WHERE SERVICE      

  WILL BE PROVIDED:
  AMOUNT OF REQUESTED FUNDS:
AMOUNT OF IN-KIND OR
CASH MATCH:
(       )

(        )

BRIEF SUMMARY OF PROJECT:
By signing this Title Page, the applicant accepts the condition that this grant application remains valid for 90 days from the date of submission.

__________________________________________________
 (Signature of Applicant's Authorized Official)

___________________________________________________

(Printed Name and Title of the Authorized Official) 

RIDER 2
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL

GRASSROOTS ADVOCACY
BUDGET FORM

GRANTEE NAME:_______________________________________________________
 GRANT PERIOD: 

FROM October 1, 2013 to December 31, 2014
	BUDGET CATEGORY
	DD FEDERAL SHARE
	LOCAL MATCH SHARE
	TOTAL
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 Source of Match:
